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Spring Driving Pitfall: The Pothole 
Phil Dahm, Road Transportation Coordinator 

Springtime brings welcome relief from the hazards of 
winter driving—but it also comes with its own set of road 
hazards. Keep these safe driving tips in mind this season: 

 Wet driving conditions: Slow down and increase 
following distance on wet roads – even in a light mist.  
Even a small amount of water can mix with oil and 
grease on the road and create slippery conditions. 

 Share the road: Look out for motorcyclists, bicyclists  
and pedestrians out enjoying the warmer weather.  

 Know the impact of medications on driving:  
For many, spring weather brings seasonal allergies. 
Over-the-counter allergy medications can have side 
effects or drug interactions that diminish driving ability. 

 Avoid large puddles and flooded roads: Driving 
through water can cause vehicles to stall, damage 
brakes, cloud drivers’ vision, and cause hydroplaning. 
Vehicles on flooded roads can be swept away due to 
the unknown water depth and current strength.   

 Keep your tires properly inflated: Full tires can 
reduce the damage caused by potholes and other  
road hazards. 

Source: AARP Driver Safety 

 
 
 

Potholes are one of the most common 
road hazards of the season. That’s 
because potholes are caused by 
moisture seeping through the road’s 
surface, then going through repeated 
cycles of freezing and thawing 
throughout the winter; the resulting 
expansion and contraction causes the 
pavement to crack and buckle.  

Whether it’s a deer, dog, moose or squirrel, animals on the 
roadway are unexpected, and their erratic, unpredictable 
actions create a dangerous situation for the animal and 
motorist alike. AAA offers these tips to help avoid an 
upsetting and potentially very destructive animal crash.  

 Scan the road and shoulders ahead of you. This 
helps provide enough reaction time if you spot an 
animal. Remember that many animals move in groups—
so if you see one, be on the lookout for others in the 
area.   

 Use high-beam headlights if there’s no oncoming 
traffic. The brighter light can help you catch sight of an 
animal’s reflective eyes and spot wildlife sooner, giving 
you more time to slow down, move over, or honk the 
horn to scare the animal away.  

 If a collision is unavoidable, apply the brakes firmly 
and stay in your lane. Swerving could cause a more 
serious crash or result in losing control of the vehicle.  

 Be extra cautious at dawn and dusk. Many animals 
are more active in the early morning and at dusk. 

Make Way for Wildlife!  
Mike Lively, Sales GM, Mountain Region 
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Pat Roesler, District Terminal Manager  

 

 Slow down and use extra caution when driving 
through areas with a high, active wildlife 
population. Be aware of increased wildlife activity  
in certain regions and during certain times of year, 
such as hunting or mating season. 

 Drivers should always wear a seat belt and remain 
awake, alert and sober for the safety of wildlife, 
others on the road, and themselves.   

Source: https://exchange.aaa.com  

Avoiding potholes reduces your chances of having an 
accident. What’s more, it can save you the time, money,  
and headache of damage to your vehicle, such as a flat tire,  
a cracked rim, or a problem with wheel alignment that  
causes your vehicle to ―pull‖ in one direction.  

The effects of hitting potholes are not always immediately 
noticeable. For example, damage to the internal metal belts  
of a tire can cause it to fail weeks or even months later. It is 
important to regularly inspect your tires for foreign objects, 
bulges, or cracks—and to replace them if any of these 
conditions are found. 

Source: http://www.dunntire.com/learning-center/Spring-Driving-Tips-
Dealing-With-Potholes 
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