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A thorough spring checkup can help uncover winter damage 
and make sure you’re safe. Here are some items to help 
ensure trucks and trailers are operating as they should be. 
When’s the last time you or your mechanic checked your 
vehicle and the items below? 
 

 Batteries, plugs and wires 

 Tire pressure 

 Belts and hoses 

 Brakes  

 Suspension and wheel alignment 

 Fluid levels 

 Engine air filter 

 Windshield wipers 

 Shocks and struts 

 Headlamps, tail lamps, turn signals and hazard lights 
 

Source: http://www.kctruckrepair.com/spring-truck-and-trailer-maintenance-tips/ 

 

As spring weather is quickly sweeping across the U.S., we’ll see 
a large increase in the number of cement tankers as well as 
aggregate and ready mix vehicles back in service. As heavy 
rains, melting snow and ice occur, it can cause unpaved roads 
to become unstable and hazardous. We encourage drivers to 
take extreme caution and, when in doubt, STOP work to 
properly assess and control the situation.  
. 

 Spring showers: Rain from April showers combined with 
melting snow can add up to wet conditions making roads 
slick for driving. Go slow and avoid hydroplaning.   

 Potholes: Summer is generally roadwork season 
because of potholes and damaged roads. Be cautious 
and watch the road to limit damage to your vehicle. 

 Unexpected freezing: With Spring comes fluctuating 
temperatures. At night, the temperature can still drop low 
enough to cause roads to ice over. Watch the temperature 
closely to avoid black ice or other icy conditions.   

 Motorcycles and bicycles: Spring also is motorcycles 
and bicycles season, adding an additional hazard for cars. 
Give motorcyclists and bicyclists plenty of space. 

 Active animals: Animal activity also increases post 
winter. Watch the side of the roads, especially at night. 

 Hail: Beware of hailstorms. Even small hailstones can 
shatter windshields and impair driving. 
 

Source: http://www.mazdaoflodi.com/blog/5-safety-tips-for-spring-driving/  

 

 

Roadway Hazards to Avoid While Driving  
in the Spring 
By Ken Farrar, District Terminal Manager, Mountain TX & OK 
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Be Vigilant: Construction Zone Awareness 
By Reggie Miller, Manager, Road Order Desk Operations 

On average, more than 40,000 injuries occur each year in 
highway work zone-related crashes. With highway construction 
up 40 percent nationwide, construction zone fatal crashes have 
increased by more than 26 percent since 1997. 
 
Here are some facts construction zone traffic incidents: 
 

 Traffic accidents account for as much as 60 percent of all 
traffic delays. 

 For every minute an accident remains in a lane, traffic is 
delayed for five additional minutes. 

 The longer traffic is delayed, the more likely secondary and 
more serious incidents will occur. 

 Even a fender bender or flat tire that only takes 10 minutes 
to clear can delay traffic for an entire hour.  

 
Construction Zone Safety Tips 
 

 Stay alert and give full attention to the roadway. 

 Pay close attention to signs and work zone flaggers. 

 Turn on headlights so workers and drivers can see you. 

 Do not tailgate – leave plenty of room for sudden stops. 

 Do not speed. Slow down to the posted speed limits. 

 Keep up with the traffic flow. 

 Do not change lanes in work zones. 

 Minimize distractions in vehicles. Avoid changing radio 
stations and using cell phones. 

 Expect the unexpected. 

 Keep an eye on workers and their equipment. 

 Be patient. Remember work zones are necessary to 
improve roads and make them safer. 

 Move minor accidents from traffic. 
 

Source: https://www.workzonesafety.org/meetings-and-events/wz-awareness-week/  

 

 

 

STOP, THINK, ACT 

Spring Truck and Trailer Maintenance Tips 
By Jared Stull, Director, Terminal Operations, U.S. Cement 

 

Construction and Driver Safety 
By Josh Halada, Transportation Safety Manager, U.S. ACM and 
Cement 


