
2017 FIRST QUARTER

In 2016, BP’s carrier partners had great 
success in reducing road accidents while 
transporting our products. The 19 reported 
road accidents in 2015 were an all-time 
high for BP Lubricants in the United States. 
In 2016, that number was drastically reduced 
to five road accidents. Our goal will always 
be ZERO accidents, but this large reduction 
demonstrates the effort that all of our 
carriers have been making to address the 
rising accident rate.

Unfortunately, our carriers also had 
18 property damage incidents while 
transporting BP Lubricants products. 
Of those reported incidents, seven involved 
backing incidents and six involved hitting 
a stationary object while either entering 
or exiting a BP shipping facility or 
customer site. 

Many drivers falsely believe that the risk 
of accidents is reduced once they exit the 
road and enter a parking lot, truck stop 
or shipping location. They often drop their 
guard and tend to become less vigilant. 
However, a large percentage of a fleet’s 
annual collisions occur in off-road areas. 
Drivers need to be especially vigilant once 
they leave the roadway. As they pull off the 
road and enter a parking or shipping area, 
they are now actually in a very dangerous 
zone. Off-road sites often have no posted 
speed limits and directional signs for traffic. 
Add heavy traffic in a congested area and an 
inattentive driver may end up inadvertently 
hitting either a fixed or moving object.

The following are some tips that may help 
drivers avoid a collision in a parking area or 
shipping location:

Entering
•  Enter the correct truck/shipping 

entrance – Do your pre-trip plan and 
have knowledge of the site before 
you get there.

•  Move slowly – Take your time, be vigilant. 
Don’t speed and don’t feel rushed to 
move your vehicle.

•  Avoid distractions – Turn off all electronic 
communication devices. Don’t eat or drink 
anything until you’ve stopped.

•  Be seen – Turn on headlights and four-
way flashers.

•  Be alert – Watch for pedestrians, 
stationary objects, signage, low clearances 
and other moving vehicles. 

Backing
•  Before you back up, walk around 

the vehicle and look underneath and 
overhead, checking for safe clearances.

•  After your walk-around, don’t delay in 
moving your vehicle. Don’t allow time for 
a hazard to move in behind you.

•  Sound your horn to alert anyone that 
the truck is about to move and keep the 
four-way flashers on. 

•  Keep your eyes moving, checking mirrors 
frequently, and remain alert. Back slowly.

•  If possible, use a spotter. Keep in mind 
that a backing accident is always a driver’s 
fault, so don’t rely solely on the spotter.

“Many drivers falsely believe 
that the risk of accidents 
is reduced once they exit 
the road and enter a 
parking lot, truck stop or 
shipping location.”

Exiting
•  Walk around the vehicle to make 

sure nothing is in your path and your 
clearances haven’t changed. 

•  Don’t feel rushed to leave. Remember to 
always move slowly. 

•  Be prepared for the drive before you 
move. Paperwork, food, drinks, phones, 
seatbelts, etc., should be in the proper 
position or location for driving. Don’t do 
this while you are driving through the site. 
Avoid any distractions.

•  Plan your exit before you move. Know 
where you’re going to exit and in which 
direction you will be turning before you 
move the truck.

•  Be aware of trailer tail-swing when 
exiting. Damage often occurs to 
gates and fencing from inattention 
to tail-swing.

Following safe driving guidelines in 
parking/shipping areas may take extra time. 
But consider the amount of time it would 
take if you hit something – the reporting 
delays and incident documentation, not to 
mention the associated costs and the risk of 
injuring someone. 
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Our goals are simply stated – no accidents, no harm to people and no damage to the environment


